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AR C U MEN P 1 
NOD allows no time for them, fix days are allowed 
for labour, one for piety, but none for Play. 


Argu. 2d. As idols are ſinful in devotion, ſo are Plays 
in diverfon. Proof. Plays are generally made up of 

profaneneſss extravagant thoughts, wild rants, blaſphemous 
peeches, wanton amours, profane je/ts, and impure paſſions. 
They that deny this don't know what Plays are. *Tis 
true, they are not all alile, but none are good. The 
knowledge of GOD in Chriſt reconciled true religion, 
| devotion; piety are taught in none, and the generality are 
perfectly profane. Now thele things are as directly con- 
trary to chriſtianity, both in temper and action as darkneſs 
is to /ight, or N Satan Nto God. = | 


Argu. zd. Let no corrupt communication proceed 
out of your mouth. | 


The third command is not more directly againſt profane 
fearing, than this is againſt the corrupt communication 
that proceeds out of the mouth of an actor on the Stage. 
Argu. 4th. You would think it very abſurd, and 
directly contrary to piety, to give your money to hear 
people curſe and ſwear z and *tis juſt as abſurd, and as 
contrary to modeſty, to give your money to hear people 
talk 1mpudently. RE 


Argu. 5th. When you ſee Players acting with bold- 
neſs, profaneneſs, and immoadeſty, I dare ſay you never ſuſ- 
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pect them to be perſons of piety, and had rather ſee your 
ſon or daughter in any honeſt employment, however mean, 
than acting on a Stage! Piety and Plays are incompatible. 


Argu. 6th. If a perſon was to collect all the wicked 
* blaſphemous, lewd, impure, deteſtable things 
poken in a Play-houſe, in one ſeaſon only, it would 
appear to be ſuch a maſs of ſin, as would juſtify any one 
in faying, that the buſineſs of a Player is one of the moſt 
deteftable and injurious profeſſions in the whole world. 


Argu. 7th. They that would not ſpeak thoſe dete/table 
things themſelves ſhould not pay others for ſpeaking them : 
if they do they are partakers of their fins, and that exactly 
as they would partake of any good work which they pay 
others for doing. We allow this in things praiſe worthy, 
why not in vice? 


Argu. 8th. Exactly as a place of worſhip may be called 
the Houſe of God, ſo a Playhouſe a place of profaneneſs may 
be called the Hynagogue of Satan. God is pleaſed with piety, 
and the Devil with profaneneſs. God is pleaſed with divine 
hymns, the Devil with /:wd ſongs. God is pleaſed with 
the preaching of the pure goſpel, and the Devil with corrupt 
diſcourſes. God is pleaſed with fervent praren, the Devil 
with horrid imprecations. God is pleaſed when men are 
ſorry for fin, the Devil is pleaſed when they make a mock 
of fin. God is pleaſed when we turn to him again by 
_ Chrift crucified, and the Devil is pleaſed when we crucify 
Chrift again. In one word, God is pleaſed when men go to 
church, and the Devil is pleaſed when they go to the 
Playhouſe. | 


The Church is appointed to teach us what is good, and 
the Playhouſe to teach us what is evil. The Church for 
the ſacraments, the Playhouſe for M fſacrilege. The 
Church to make men of /ound minds, the Playhouſe to 
make men of corrupt minds. In ſhort the Church is 
calculated to get men to Heaven, but the Playhouſe to 
ſend them to Hell. | 


Profane ſpeeches, lewd ſongs, and places appointed for 
ſuch things among Chriſtians, are much more acceptable 
to Satan, than the ſame things among heathens, and 
ſhews his victory in a Chriſtian land. Baal's followers 
are many; but the followers of the Lord Jeſus Chriſi are 
Few, the more is the pity! 

Argu. 
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Argu. gth. This is not the ſtate of the Playhouſe thro? 
any accidental abuſe, as any thing good may be abuſed ; 
but corruption of mind, and debauchery of manners are 
the natural effects thereof, | 40 „ 


If evil ariſes from our doing our duty, we muſt bear it 
and not be frightened at reproach; but if evil follows any 
thing which we do or encourage, as the natural conſe- 
quence thereof, we have the ſame ſhare of guilt as we 
give encouragement, and without repentance and amendment 
prevent, we ſhall have the ſame ſhare of endleſs puniſh» 
ment. 


The money we give, the pleaſure we take, and the 
Frequency of our preſence at ſuch ſcenes, are the three 
great parts by which we encourage them, and if we in- 
vite others we add to our guilt and puniſoment. | 


Argu. 1oth. If we plead the numbers that go to ſuch 
places, it only ſhews the greater conqueſt which ſatan, 
by ſin and folly has made, and ſhou!d be ſo far from 
an encouragement for us to go te, that it ſhould increaſe 
our ſorrow and make us the more watchful and fleadfaſt 
& not to follow a multitude to do evil.“ 


Argu. 11th. If any for an excuſe plead religion, ſay- 
ing, We never goin the week before the /acrament, we 
« don't omit any duty at Church” | 

y duty at Church” or at home, and we 
always go in good company, &c. I anſwer, This does 
not ſhew the Stage leſs Sinful, nor the hearts of ſuch 
perſons to be le, wicked, but that religion is made a 
meer hypocritical cloak, to cover all. — 


As multitudes did not fave the whole world from 
drowning, nor the pretence of piety make the uſe of 
images among Papiſts Jeſs Sinful ; ſo neither will fpre- 
vent fuch perſons from being miſerable in eternity. For, 
% If any man love not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt let him be 
&. accurſed.” And if any do love the Lord, he will keep 
his commandments, not one of which is ta ſee Plays, but 
Juſt the reverſe. $* Turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways.” 
And the prayer of a good perſon is, Tur away mine 
« eyes from beholding vanity.” —** If any man love the 
& Forld the law of the Father is not in him. — And 
« be ye holy, for JI am holy ſaith the Lord. ““ And 

| © without 


„ 


« without holineſs no man ſha!l ſee the Lord.“ But is a 


1 Playhouſe a place calculated to make men holy? Or 
2 ' have we time ſo plentiful and certain that we can fool 
Al it away? The Devil himſelf, liar as he is, cannot 


ſay yes: it is too contrary to truth for any to aſſert it. 
Did any man ever find Chriſt at a Playhouſe ? Or the 
pardon of his Sins? or Holy Heavenly Defires? No, but 
Juſt the contrary. | ET | 


5 vi | _ — . © o a . 
11 * oppoſite to piety, as is folly to wiſdom, and 
8 Plays to prayers. | | oe. 


- A polite writer ridicules a lady's pretentions to piety 
by ſaying, | | ; | | 
Together lie the Prayer Book and Paint, 

At once t'improve the Sinner and the Saint, 


1 add, , | 


Together are erected Church and Stage, 
At once **7zprove and to corrupt the Ape. 


What a pity !—Scripture ſays, © Ye cannot be partakers 
& at the Lord's table, and at the table of Devils.” And 
are not profane ſpeeches, lewd ſongs, wanton geſlures, 
&c. Satan's entertainments ? 


How then can ſuch people pretend to prety ? He that 
Izzketh on a woman to luſt after her, hath committed 
adultery in his heart; and does not the practice of a 
woman's acting on the Stage directly promote heart adul- 
tery? In ſhort, as true religion is in the heart or no 
where, ſo Plays tend directly to corrupt the heart with 
unholy deſires, and conſequently to de/troy true religion 
there and baniſh it at laſt from the æworll. And I will 
venture to ſay, that if every perſon loved Plays there would 

be none that love Chriſt, the holy immaculate Lamb of God ! 
And of courſe, there would be notrue religionin the world. 
Tis true, there might be the name and the form but 
not the power of religion; not purity of heart. 


Argu. 12th. If any were to ridicule the ſacraments, 
we ſhould think them abominably profane ; but they that 


1 can profane the name of God, and deſtroy holineſs of heart 
1 . are abundantly more profane, in the fame proportion as 
Mi the end is greater than the means, or the ſubſtance than 
V8 the /adiw. For the ſacraments are nothing in fact, 
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unleſs they, in the uſe of them, produce þ21ine/s of heart 
and life. © 

Argu. 13th. It is a great aggravation of the guilt 
of the Stage, that women are employed to lay aſide 
the peculiar and ornament of their ſex, ſincere and 
fri madefly. If we were to ſeea company of Clergymen 
ridiculing the ſacred rites of religion, in order to enter- 
tain an audience with eloguence, we ſhould be a/tonifhed ] 

And ſhould eaſily ſee the additional aggravation becauſe. 
performed by Clergymen. Juſt ſo is the ſtate of the Stage. 
Women are as particularly called to ſingular modeſty, as Cler- 
gymen to ſingular piety. And if it be wrong for any women 
fo far to forget themſelves as to perform thoſe unſeemly 
parts, it is proportionably wrong to encourage them by * 
our pay or preſence. | en” 

. Argu. 14th. If holy Angels attend us in divine aſſem- 
blies, we may be ſure that Devils do in theſe heatheni/h, 
profane aſſemblies ; and who would chuſe ſuch company ? 
Then who ſhould like ſuch places? No one. Again: 
We think it dreadful to hear of witches and wizards 
having their evi ſpirits attending them viſib ly, called fami- 
liars, but is it not as dreadful to have them attending 
us, certainly? Who would like to run the Hazard of 
ſuch company? | | 

The way of duty is the way of /afety. 


The way of doubt is the way of danger. 


The way of ſin is the way of ſorroꝛw. 
The way of purity is the way to glory. 
Chuſe life, that you may live FOR EVER. 


Argu. 15th. Our pleaſures in lie ſhew the fate of 
of our ſouls, | | 


Pleaſures in ſacred muſic, ſhew a ſoul pioufly harmonious. 

Pleaſures in charity, ſhew a ſoul bountiful. 

Pleaſures in removing miſery, ſhew a ſoul of humanity. 
| Pleaſures in any creature's pain, ſhew a ſoul cruel. 

Pleaſures in folly, ſhew a ſoul weak and fooliſh. 


And Pleaſures in profaneneſs, ſhew a ſoul wicked. 
Argu. 
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Argu. 16th. Laſtly, A few extracts : from great men. 

iſt. Archbiſhop TiLLoTs0N—* As the Stage now 
<« is, Plays are inſolerable, and not fit to be admitted in a 
& civilized, much leſs a Chriſtian nation; they do moſt 
% noto/ io fly adi. iniſter to Infide it and vice Land therefore 
*I] do not ſee how any perſon pretending to ſobriety; and 
« oirtue, and eſpecrally to the pure ang katy re;/:gion of our 


4 Bleſſed Saviour, can, without great guilt, and open con- 


< tradiction to his holy profeſſion, be preſent at ſuch /ewd 


and immodeſt Plays, as too many are, who yet would 


<< take it very ill to be hut out of the community of 
& Chriſtians, as they certainly wouid have been in the 


fſirſi and pureſt ages of chriſtianity.” 


2d. JupGE HALF—* In the ſeventeenth year of his age 
<< he was ſent to Oxford, he was a great proficient while 
at ſchool, and for ſome time at Oxford, till the Stage 
% Players came there. He was ſo much corrupted by 
« ſeeing Plays, that he almoſt forſoot his fludies. By 


„ this he not only loſt much time, but found that his 


« mind was filled with vain images of things; and 
< being afterwards ſenſible of the 1/chief of this, he re- 
« ſolved never to ſee another P:ay; to which reſolution 
* he conitantly adhered.” = 


Our PRESENT ARCHBISHOP.,—< J have ever 
„been an enemy to ſuch bills (viz. for Playhouies be- 
ing perſuaded that the eſtabjiſhment of Piaihouſes tends 
& to increaſe /icentiouſneſs, and that they are equally 
% injurious to the morals and property of the people.” 


Thoſe who can withſtand ſuch aurhorites and ſuch 
reaſons, what will they not withſtand, but DEA TH, 


| JUDGMENTS; and GOD. | 


